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From the red carpet to Logan

Q&A with fashion designer and USU alumus Bibhu Mohapatra
By Maya Mackinnon
NEWS STAFF WRITER

R

eturning to USU after 23 years, Bibhu
Mohapatra’s visit on March 24 included presentations for the business and art colleges along
with an exhibition of his designs in the Nora Eccles
Harrison Museum of Art.
Mohapatra, the world-famous fashion designer and
alumnus of Utah State University, strives to challenge
the lack of representation in the fashion industry.
Q: What kinds of representation are missing in the
fashion industry?
A: I think there has been a lot of improvement in the
last 10 or 12 years of representation of different backgrounds and gender. I would like to see more female
designers. I would like to see more designers of color
and from different cultures in America, because we are
a diverse nation. We are a nation built by immigrants.
I would like to see more of that kind of representation
and definitely more female leaders in the design world.
In addition to that, I think I represent where I come
from, my heritage and being South Asian, being Indian.
I really like it when I’m called an Indian American
designer. That gives me the edge that gives my brand
the edge that is unique to me.
Q: How have you used your position and influential
voice to help change the representation you want to
see?

A: Doing something about the status quo of things
in a situation where certain things work for a group
of people and the other groups stay in the shadows. I
think change is a good thing. That doesn’t mean that
adapting to change is an easy thing. Especially after
what we are going through and what we have gone
through over the last two years in the pandemic, I think
we need to give change some credit and we need to be
more open to shaking up things and doing things differently. Something that includes more of our communities
more representation gender wise, race wise, culture
wise. That is when things become more interesting. Me
— as an individual, a creative individual, an immigrant
and a minority — it is important for me that as a leader
I welcome change. I make it very clear to my audience,
my team, that we should evaluate what we have done
in the past and what is the best way to move forward so
we can address the issues of inequality and injustice. In
our work we can send that message loud and clear and
hopefully inspire each other.

PHOTO COURTESY OF Sarita Mohapatra
Bibhu Mohapatra during an interview with the Statesman.

PHOTO BY Katie Henderson
The Bibhu Mohapatra exibit is on display at the Nora Eccles Harrison Museum
of Art.

Q: You asked USU to procure racially diverse models
for your exhibition reception at the NEHMA. Did your
time at USU impact your motivation and ways you want
to make change in the fashion industry?
A: Definitely. When I came here to the graduate program, I met students from many different countries and
cultures. My cousins already had a group of friends that
were very diverse. Our gatherings included all those
friends. I always tease Sarita that all her parties were
like a party for the United Nations, because there were
so many cultures present there. It was eye opening for
me and it was an inspiration and it made me feel confident that I have a place here too. USU as an institution,
it made sure that all felt welcome. That being said, do
I want to see more diversity here? Of course. I would
love to see more diverse representation, more diverse
persons of color in the student bodies and faculty. That
is something to aim for. My time here definitely, as a
graduate student, opened my eyes to a lot of different
cultures.
Q: How would you like to see more representation in a
university setting such as at USU?
A: There has been a lot more work. I have been gone
from here for 23 years, but more programs that include

PHOTO BY Katie Henderson
Bibhu Mohapatra answers questions on stage at his campus event on March 24.

different cultures and that creates the permeability
of individuals who come from different backgrounds.
Giving them more of a platform to share their stories
amongst their peers or amongst the faculty members.
Because we never, as human beings, never stop learning. There is so much more to know about each other.
As individuals and as professionals, it sharpens our
viewpoint and vantage point. It gives a new perspective. To look at something, a problem, a solution. I think
the more we share about each other on a platform that
has an audience, that will result in more compassion,
more tolerance and more inclusivity. I think the university setting is the right setting. I was here, as a young
student 26 years ago, I was soaking in everything.
There are many firsts here. I had friends from Korea, I
had friends from China, I had friends from the Middle
East. It was all about getting to know them, their cultures, their food, it was amazing. I think more of those
activities and more of those collaborations needs to be
promoted more, it helps. I think the university has done
a tremendous amount of work, but the more the better.
More diversity the better.
Q: Do you have anything else you'd like to add?
A: I want to congratulate all the students who attend
here. This is a great institution that prepares one for
the world that is waiting after this. I am so grateful to
be back here and to see some of my friends, teachers
and advisers. I am very, very humbled and very grateful
to be back here. I can’t wait to be back again.”
Maya Mackinnon is a journalism student at USU. Outside of
writing, she loves to go outside,
travel and make art.
— Maya.Mackinnon@usu.edu
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New building to be constructed by the Quad
By Jared Adams
NEWS STAFF WRITER

C

onstruction on a new building for
the College of Humanities and
Social Sciences is expected to
begin by Utah State University’s Quad.
The Mehdi Heravi Global Teaching and
Learning Center will be located between
Old Main and the Ray B. West Building on
what is currently a parking lot. When completed, the building will be two stories and
nearly 40,000 square feet.
The construction will begin following
the upcoming commencement, with much
of the parking in the area expected to be
preserved.
The first step of the project is altering
Champ Drive, the road that passes along
the south end of the Quad, which will be
adjusted to make additional space for the
building.
The center will house programs in the
Department of World Languages and
Cultures, including the Intensive English
Language Institute and the Master of
Second Language Teaching program.
CHaSS dean Joe Ward said he is excited
for the building and the opportunity to
enhance the ability of students to learn
about the world through language and
culture.
“We think that his new building will
facilitate student learning,” he said. “That
is one of the primary focus areas of the
college.”
Ward also said the building will be beneficial to support the growth of the language department.
“Currently, we have faculty members
affiliated with the department who are
based in several buildings around campus,”
he said. “By consolidating all of these dif-

ferent offices in one central, highly visible
location, we think it’s going to make it easier for students to learn languages.”
Carter Ottley, the CHaSS senator-elect
in the USU Student Association Academic
Senate, said he hopes a new building will
unify departments and bring students
together.
“Sometimes it’s a little bit difficult to
feel united as a college because Old Main
isn’t able to house all of our departments
and classes,” Ottley said. “I think the
new building will bring students together
because it will be a space dedicated to our
college.”
While the building will house CHaSS
classes and departments, there will also
be spaces that are available to all students,
including study spaces, a multipurpose
room and a coffee bar.
The building will also include cultural
hangout spaces, language labs and a reflection room, a quiet space where students
will be able to meditate and pray.
The building is being funded by $14.5
million in state funds, with an additional
$2.5 million coming from private donors,
including The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints.
The $17 million budget is “modest but
still meets critical needs,” Ward told USU
Today regarding the project.
Mehdi Heravi, a notable CHaSS alumnus,
donor and the namesake for the building,
said he’s humbled and honored by the
opportunity to have the building named
after him.
“My dream and my hope is that anyone
who goes through that building in any
capacity would be a promoter of peace, and
a thinker of freedom, friendship, brotherhood, inclusiveness, equality and justice,”
Heravi said.

Heravi credits the honor primarily to his
love for CHaSS and USU. Heravi received
both his bachelor’s degree and master’s
degree from the college.
Ward said USU is delighted to have the
opportunity to honor Heravi by naming the
building after him.
“His life and career epitomize the importance of global engagement,” he said.
Heravi was born in Tehran, Iran to a
large, educated family. He began studying
at a private school in England when he was
nine.
As a teenager, Heravi’s father sent him to
Utah, where he became familiar with USU
and began his time as an Aggie.
Heravi worked with the university as a
student senator and teaching assistant until
he left Logan to earn his Ph.D. in 1965.
He has continued to be engaged with students and was inducted into the Old Main
Society, which recognizes individuals who
have assisted the university through their
gifts.
Read the rest of this story
at usustatesman.com.

Jared Adams is a sophomore at USU
studying communications. Outside of news
writing, Jared enjoys coffee, elephants,
rainy days and Taylor Swift.
— Jared.Adams@usu.edu
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Life behind the big, blue mask

A look into what it really takes to be Big Blue
By Maggie Erekson
NEWS STAFF WRITER

B

ig Blue is a familiar face to many at Utah
State University. Few realize how much work
really goes into bringing life to everyone’s
favorite Aggie.
Not only does he attend every sporting event, university and community events, and morning cheer
practices, but he also has to maintain a schedule as a
full-time student.
“We typically have two Big Blues that share the role
because the job of being Big Blue — it’s so demanding,” said Morgan Watts, the USU Spirit Squad head
coach. “He is by far the busiest member of our team,
but he’s also offered a full-ride scholarship, so that
helps.”
And speaking with the student who played and
hopes to continue to play Big Blue, they said it does
get overwhelming.
“Keeping up with events and everything kicked my
trash at first,” they said. “I have a wall full of sticky
notes, that’s how I keep track of when I’m supposed
to be places, but keeping up with it is a whole other
ordeal. You give and you take because I have a full
ride, but having that full ride means I need to work
that hard, so I do enjoy it. It is hard, but it’s worth
it.”
Not only is the job demanding time-wise, it can
also be extremely physically taxing. Anyone who has
been to a football or basketball game knows Big Blue
is not one for sitting still.
Kashton Sullivan, the other student who played Big
Blue this year, won’t be continuing.
“The hardest part is just being in the suit. It’s so
hot, and there is no airflow in the mask,” he said.
“15 minutes in there and you’re already head to toe
drenched in sweat.”
Big Blue is, of course, anonymous, which can be
difficult for some and a relief for others.
At the end of their career as the mascot they are
allowed to tell people, such as Sullivan for example,
who will not be auditioning again. The other student
will be auditioning again, and is therefore remaining
nameless.
Both mascot actors agreed on the rising temperatures in the suit.
“They say when your feet get warm, that’s when
you should be done. My first couple of football
games, I went too hard and I was just gassed. I didn’t
think I was going to be able to make it,” the other
Big Blue said.
Due to the demanding nature of the role, auditions
are held each year to make sure students earn their
spot on the team. Auditions consist of an online
application, and an in-person performance.
Applicants prepare a two-minute skit to perform for
PHOTO BY Katera Barlow
the panel judges, which is made up of Watts and var- Big Blue poses on the Block A during his Big Blue Birthday Bash on March 18.

ious other community and university members. Then,
they are asked to show how they would react to common situations, like a scared child, or someone trying
to take off their mask.
They are also asked to perform various tumbling
moves and a minute of freestyle dancing.
“The primary characteristics we look for is a really
high energy,” Watts said. “I especially look for guys that
are good at acrobatics, basically any guy that can see a
wall and want to climb it.”
Each person has their own reasons for auditioning.
“You’re just a well-liked individual and that was
something that I wanted. Not to be put in the spotlight,
because Big Blue is anonymous, but to be known by
everybody, to be a celebrity in a sense,” Sullivan said.
He added that Big Blue really is a celebrity.
“There’s kind of a prestige Big Blue has that everyone
looks up to,” Sullivan said. “Whether that’s at a game or
at a social event you’ll get little kids coming up to you
that want to be your best friend — and college kids that
want to be your best friend.”
The other Big Blue said they’ve wanted to be in this
role for a long time.
“I grew up here and we’d go to basketball games all
the time when I was little, and I have this problem
where I don’t like to sit still,” they said. “The only people there who weren’t holding still were the basketball
players and Big Blue, and I would just watch him the
whole time. I’m an awful basketball player, so when I
saw the tryouts for Blue I knew what I needed to do.”  
And they said they’ve never regretted it since.
“You feel like a superhero. You feel like the biggest
man on campus, and then you take off the suit and
you’re just like everybody else and sometimes it takes a
second to adjust,” they said. “It’s really hard not to tell
people that I get to do all these amazing things. I want
to tell people about what I get to do but I can’t do that
without telling them I’m Big Blue.”
According to Sullivan, it’s the people who make it
worth it at the end of the day.
“Believe it or not, I’ve gone to hundreds of events as
Big Blue, but even today I still get nervous,” Sullivan
said. “But right before you walk out onto the field or
the court you just take a deep breath and you just run
out there. You hear the crowd screaming for you and all
that nervousness just fades and you are Big Blue. You
just go out there and have a great time. It’s a blast.”
Maggie Erekson is a first-year
student at USU. Maggie loves
watching TV shows, being outdoors and eating lots
of ice cream.
— Maggie.Erekson@usu.edu

BL A CK A ND W H ITE

JAZZ

NIGHT

L I V E MUS IC AND DAN CING

APRIL 8TH, 2022 at 8:00 p.m.
Join us in your “Best Dress”at the TSC
Lounges after the Robins Awards

By Ryker Eggenberger
NEWS STAFF WRITER

M

any events had to disband temporarily since the coronavirus outbreak in
spring 2020, and many of the Utah State University club activities were no
exception — including the USU Japan Club.
The club is designed to help USU students meet together and learn more about
Japanese culture through cultural activities and festivals.
Japanese professors and students finally got together to bring back the club activity
for their first meeting on March 18, where they made origami in the TSC.
In the past, they hosted activities like mochitsuki, a tradition where rice is pounded
to make mochi, a Japanese rice cake.
This event is usually held at the beginning of the year as a way to hope for good
luck throughout the rest of the year.
The Japanese club replicated this tradition from start to finish more than three
years ago in March 2019.
In addition to activities for students, the club also invites everyone from Cache
Valley to participate in their club meetings, even if they aren’t students of USU or
affiliated with the college.
They started by creating a group chat with members of the Japanese classes at USU
but hope their following will grow on their Facebook account.
They reported around 25 participants in their origami activity and hope to continue growing.
The acting president of the club who was born in Japan, Spencer Jensen, explained
why the revival of the club was significant for the people who attend.
“It’s almost part of their identity. Although they’re American, they have identified
that they want to learn more about Japanese culture and they’ve made an effort to
learn more about it,” Jensen said. “It’s really nice to see how people can be unified
over a culture that isn’t inherently their own.”
Jensen said transfer students from Japan who attend USU are able to share their
culture and their language with members of the club, building connections between
the two cultures.
“There’s really no link between Logan, Utah and Japan. We’re hoping to create that
link between cultures and help people gain a deeper understanding of that,” he said.
The USU Japan Club will continue to host meetings regularly for anyone in the
Logan area who would like to learn more about Japanese culture.
Anyone interested in attending their meetings can visit their Facebook page, USU
Japan Club, for more information.
Ryker Eggenberger is a transfer student at USU studying creative writing and french. Ryker loves to travel,
play soccer, eat ice cream and play video games.
— Ryker.Eggenberger@usu.edu

PHOTO COURTESY OF USU Japan Club
Students show off their origami at the Japan Club origami night event on March 18.
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Aggie seniors engineer accessible
art tool for local disabled youth
By Alexis LeBaron
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER

F

ive mechanical engineering students at Utah State
University were brought together to help disabled
people in Utah develop their creativity. Together,
they manufactured an all-ability accessible art tool.
This semester, students Christopher McLaughlin, Alex
Inn, Larry Catalasan, Landry Schvaneveldt and Hugo
DuPont started their engineering capstone project for a
local business, Jump the Moon.
According to the Jump the Moon website, the company’s mission is to help those who are disabled express
their creativity. To do this, the foundation provides
creative teaching experiences to disabled youth through
painting, ceramic and other art practices. Free classes are
held throughout the week for those with disabilities and
their friends.
In partnership with the nonprofit art studio, this team
of Aggies has crafted a new kind of accessible art machine, which allows anyone with limited motor skills to
paint with a heated tabletop surface and crayons.
“I originally wanted to take part in this project because
it was an actual capstone project that was going to help
my community,” Inn said.
Prior to the project, the five had not worked together
on any projects. Yet, by gaining an understanding of the
needs of Jump the Moon the five found themselves in the
perfect group to develop their product.
Each bringing
their own abilities
and knowledge
to the project, the
team was able to
create something
to help disabled
youth develop their
creativity in the
classroom and on
the go.
“The premise of
the end product will
be to allow those
with limited mobility to take a colorcombined crayon
that can be melted
PHOTO BY Katie Henderson by the heat emanat-

The blueprints for the Jump the Moon robot.

PHOTO BY Katie Henderson

The Jump the Moon project team discusses their work.

ing from this device,” McLaughlin said. “Once the crayon
melts, the artist can move the melted crayon around to
create their own works of art.”
The table can be used anywhere since it can be plugged
into the project’s mechanical chair.
“The energy the chair releases can allow those with
limited motor function to use the device anywhere they
want for around 30 minutes,” Schvaneveldt said.
But the vision for their project was not always set in
stone.
Due to the larger measurements of the initial automotive chairs, the team’s initial prototype did not pass local
fire regulations and was shut down by the fire department, according to McLaughlin.
Yet, the adversity they faced only developed their passion for the project, bolstering the team forward.
Jump the Moon’s founder, Michael Bingham, has
worked closely with these students to create a product that is easy and fun to use for everyone. From the
beginning of the project, Bingham met with the team
to discuss the purpose of his organization and share his
passion for the project.

“I have gained passion from hearing Michael talk about
this work and how it can help our community. It has
really driven me to do my best work so that at the end he
will be proud of it,” Schvaneveldt said.
As works of art are created through this creation, it is
Jump the Moon’s intent to sell them on their website,
jumpthemoon.org. All the profits from artwork go to
providing other art opportunities for individuals and
groups who serve those with disabilities throughout the
community.
“We want to show the whole lifecycle from vision to
design to building to awesome,” McLaughlin said.
The team’s finished product will be on display for all
Aggies to see at USU’s Senior Design Night on May 4 in
the TSC 6-8 p.m.
Alexis LeBaron is a junior studying
public relations. She is a self-proclaimed hobby junky who is down do
to anything.
— a02376044@usu.edu

@skinkatonn

@sophie_vevo

“why do you want to go to
@USUAggies?”
others: “oh i love cache valley”
me: its the only palindrome
university

i can do all things through SWEETEST PIE
BY MEG & DUA which strengthens me

By Natalie Rust
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER

M

ykell Johnson came up with an idea in her
entrepreneurship class in summer 2019: a
centralized place to get updates on events
in Cache Valley.
At the time, she didn’t know how to make it a
reality. Her expertise was mostly concentrated on the
business side of things.
That is, until she met Kollin Murphy and Canyon
Bryson.
Bryson and Johnson were in the same church group
in 2021 when Johnson shared her idea for an app
showcasing events around the area.
Bryson, majoring in computational math, liked the
idea and decided to join with Murphy who’s studying
computer science. The two had previously created an
app together and had the background to make BluJay
Events a reality.
“We’ve been working since then,” Bryson said. “It’s
been a lot of fun.”
According to the team, the app encourages social
connection, especially after an isolating experience
such as the pandemic.
Instead of having to search multiple websites and
social media profiles, people can find things to do in
one place.
“This makes it easier on both sides,” Bryson said.
“Both for them to advertise and for us students to
learn about events.”
On March 30, the team launched their marketing
campaign. Having recently uploaded the app on the
Google Play Store and the Apple Store, BluJay Events
is now ready to be used by the community.
As of now, Johnson inputs all of the app’s events
manually.
“If I’m walking on campus and I see all those lawn
signs that say there’s a concert at the Eccles Theatre —
I’ll take pictures of them and then when I get home, I’ll
put it on the app,” Johnson said.
Johnson also scours the internet for events around
Cache Valley to include. However, the team just hired
someone whose sole responsibility is to find events
around the area.
“We want to make sure there’s a good quantity of
events on there so that it’s actually useful for people,”
Johnson said.

With the app’s new marketing launch, the team
has begun focusing more intently on building their
network.
“We have an ambassador team we’re building,”
Bryson said.
The app’s main goal is to give people the opportunity to go to events they may not have been aware of
previously. Especially events put on by smaller clubs
and organizations.
“I hope it increases attendance at a lot of events,”
Johnson said.
There have been several times when Johnson has
heard of events after the fact. Such as when she has
asked her friends about their weekend and they talk
about a function they went to.
“I want that to not happen because people have BluJay,” Johnson said.
One of the app’s slogans is “a social media app that’s
actually social.” The team hopes to create a place that
encourages social interaction in the real world rather
than social isolation.
According to Johnson, many social media apps breed
isolation. Although they are marketed as “social,” they
rely on virtual sociality — people watching other people be social through a device.
However, Johnson said BluJay Events is different. It
encourages people to be social by providing a place for
people to find fun things to do.
“We want people to use our app,” Johnson said, “and
then use that as an excuse to get out of the house.”
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USU students create app
for Cache Valley events

Trevor Jex is a senior studying computer
science and entrepreneurship. His show
“Personality” features songs with personal
importance, featuring mostly alternative,
indie and new age songs. Listen every
Monday at 5 p.m. on Aggie Radio.
Soul Meets Body
Death Cab for Cutie

Listerine
Dayglow

Tombstone
The Temper Trap

Natalie Rust is a first-year interested in
studying international studies. In her free time,
she loves to read, thrift and explore the great
outdoors.

Weather
Tycho

— natalie.rust@usu.edu

@aggieshuttle

@marv_257

@joshgondelman

what if chris rock was me trying to get
to my 8 am lecture and will smith was
country music being played on the
aggie shuttle. not so funny now is it.

people are really reading the utah
statesMAN?? during women’s
month???? no respect smh

I always stand up and cheer when The
Flash enters The Speed Force. It is my
number one standing up and cheering
moment. Thank you for representing
people like me, The Oscars.
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USU women’s teams
have historic seasons
By Jacob Nielson
SPORTS CONTENT MANAGER

A

rguably the most impressive feat by USU Athletics
this year has been the improvement of every
sanctioned women’s sport on campus.
From last season to this season, volleyball’s winning
percentage jumped from .333 to .709. Soccer jumped
from .500 to 591. Basketball went from .166 to .366.
Gymnastics went from .166 to .578. Softball went from
.318 and is currently .531.
“I think one of the greatest motivators within our
athletic department is seeing other programs being so
successful,” women’s basketball coach Kayla Ard said. “It
creates a standard and expectation of success that pushes
other teams to reach higher. Furthermore, sports teams
support each other here at Utah State and seeing fellow
student-athletes and coaches in the stands cheering each
other on is such a special atmosphere.”
Winning certainly was contagious this year. It began in
the fall semester.
Under year two of the Rob Nielson era, the volleyball
team had arguably its most successful season in over a
decade last fall. They went 22-9, finishing in a tie for first
place with Colorado State for the MW regular-season
championship.
The highlight of the season came on Nov. 18 at home
against Colorado State. Senior Kristy Frank had a teamhigh 22 kills, and the Aggies defeated the Rams 3-1 to
tie them in the standings. Two days later, they defeated
Wyoming 3-2 to officially clinch a share of the title.
Frank, and teammates Tatum Stall and Corinne Larsen
earned MW All-Conference honors at the end of the
season.
Soccer didn’t win a championship but managed to steal
headlines under Martins. Playing an intense style of
defense and relying on senior leadership for goal scoring,
the Aggies finished the season 13-6-3.
Arguably two games stood out for the Aggies. On Sept.
18, the Aggies traveled to Provo to face nationally-ranked
BYU. They defeated the Cougars 2-1 in extra time thanks
to goals from Ashley Cardozo (29’) and a game-winner
from Tenzi Knowles (98’).
It was the first win over BYU in program history.
The second high moment came at the end of the season.
In the MW Tournament quarterfinals, Cardozo hit a goal
from well beyond the box to give USU a 1-0 lead in the
50th minute. They advanced to the semifinals, where they
fell to top-seeded New Mexico 2-1 in overtime.
Cardozo earned MW All-Conference First Team,
goalkeeper Diera Walten earned MW All-Conference
Second Team.
To cap off the fall season, the women’s cross country
team had a second-place finish in the conference, and
qualified for nationals, where they placed No. 28. Micaela
Rivera and Katie Strughters earned ALL MW Second Team
Honors.
“I believe it to be a reflection of the talent and potential

that is present within the studentathlete community, as well as the
deliberate work by our administration
to hire coaches who are recruiting and
developing championship-level studentathletes,” head soccer coach Manny
Martins said about the collective success.
In the winter semester, gymnastics led
the way going 15-10 and capturing their
first-ever Mountain Rim Gymnastics
Championship. In the championship meet
in Boise on March 19, the Aggies scored
a 197.025, good enough to defeat Boise
State, Southern Utah and BYU.
“I’m speechless,” said fifth-year Utah
State head coach Amy Smith said after
the meet. “The coaches have known
what this team has been capable of all
year, and to put it together tonight is
so incredibly special. I don’t even have
words to describe how proud, how happy
and just how relieved that they were
able to do this for them, to realize the
potential that they could get to.”
Throughout the season, Brie Clark
stood out on the floor, earning a national
PHOTO BY Jospeh F Myers
USU Volleyball celebrates their 3-1 win over Colorado State on Nov. 11. The Aggies were co-MW champions.
qualifying score of 9.940. Her efforts
earned her Second Team All-American
the quarterfinals.
Honors from the Women’s Collegiate Gymnastics
Forward Adyannna Quezada earned All MW Honorable
Association.
Mention Honors after averaging a team-high 15.2 points
Women’s basketball had an improved season in year
and 7.9 rebounds per game.
two under Kayla Ard. The Aggies finished 11-19, much
Softball, women’s tennis and women’s track and field
improved from a 4-20 record a season before.
are currently in season, and by every indication they’ve
Highlights of the season included back-to-back wins
improved from a year ago.
over preseason MW champion Fresno State. The Aggies
engineered two fourth-quarter comebacks, one to best the
Bulldogs 96-90 in overtime on senior night, and another
to beat them 80-75 in the MW Tournament to advance to

Women’s Sports results
from 2019-2020 season to
2021-2022 season:
Soccer
2019: 8-10-1, 3-7-1 (10th)
2020 (Spring 2021): 5-4-1
(T4th)
2021: 13-6-3, 5-4-2 (T3rd, MW
Tourney Semis)
Volleyball
2019: 2-28, 2-16 (11th)
2020 (Spring 2021): 5-10 (9th)
2021: 22-9, 14-4 (T1st)

Gymnastics
2020: 7-6-1, 3-4-1 (season
canceled on March 12)
2021: 3-14-1, 2-7
2022: 15-11, 3-4 (as of March
22)
Won MRCG Championships
Softball
2020: 13-11 (Season canceled
on March 12)
2021: 14-30, 4-17 (8th)
2022: 17-15, 0-0 (as of March
31)

Cross Country:
2019: Fifth place finish at
conference, didn’t qualify for
Nationals
2020 (winter 2021): Fourth
place finish at conference, Didn’t
qualify for Nationals
2021: Second-place finish at
conference, No. 28 finish at
nationals
Tennis:
2020: 4-3 (season canceled on
March 12)
2021: 7-13, 2-88 conference
(10th)
2022: 5-6, 0-2 (as of March 31)

By Tia Reese
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

U

tah State Women’s Gymnastics
traveled to Norman, Oklahoma to
compete against No. 8 Minnesota,
No.9 Cal and No. 24 seed Boise State at
NCAA Regionals on March 31. Coming off a
Mountain Rim Gymnastics Championship,
No. 25 ranked Utah State, had high hopes
for the meet.
They finished third, behind Minnesota
and Cal, ending their hopes of advancing to
the Regional Finals.
Despite the loss, the Aggies set a program
record for the highest team score at
an NCAA tournament in history with a
196.825.
“We could not have gone out and
did better than we did tonight,” head
coach Amy Smith said. “I’m so proud of
the integrity of the character they held
throughout the meet. The gymnastics was
just a lovely extra component.”
The Aggies finished behind Minnesota
(197.825) and Cal (197.325). The Golden
Gophers and the Golden Bears will advance
to the Regional Finals on Saturday.
The Aggies recorded a 49.075 on vault
— their lowest scoring event. Freshman
Molly Arnold recorded the team’s best
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Gymnastics goes out in style

performance on the apparatus with a 9.850.
On the uneven bars, the Aggies scored a
49.300. Sophomore Brianna Brooks and
Maia Fishwick scored a 9.900 each.
Utah State scored a 49.125 on beam.
Junior Rebecca Wells led her team on the
beam with a 9.900. The Aggies recorded
their best floor rotation in school history
with a 49.325. Freshman Brie Clark led her
squad with a 9.925.
Clark was recently named to the Regular
Season Second Team All-American on the
floor. She joins Olympians Sunisa Lee,
Grace McCallum, and Jade Carey as one
of just four freshmen to earn All American
Honors on the floor.
Senior Grace Rojas reflected on her final
gymnastics event as an Aggie.
“It was so fun to be out there with the
girl, just everyone giving everything they
had,” she said. “It was electric.”
Tia Reese is a firstyear student studying
international business
and Spanish. Hailing
from Northern Virginia,
she’s a fan of the
Washington Nationals
and mediocre basketball.

PHOTO COURTESY OF USU Athletics
Rebecca Wells reacts during the NCAA Regionals on March 31. Wells finished a with team high 9.900 on the beam.

Hoops nabs transfer
By Elijah Whitman
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

U

tah State Men’s Basketball has made
its first major move of the offseason.
Saint Joseph forward Taylor Funk
announced his commitment to Utah State
on Thursday via Twitter. The six foot eight
sharp-shooter from Lancaster, Pennsylvania
has one year of eligibility.
Funk amassed more than 1,400 points
during his four-year career at SJU while
playing in the Atlantic 10. The redshirt
senior also earned Philadelphia All-Big 5
First team and Big 5 Most Improved Player
in the 2020-21 season.
This last season Funk averaged 13.2
points per game to go along with 6.6
rebounds. He also shot lights out with a
37.4% 3-point percentage and led SJU
with 76 made three-pointers.
USU assistant coach Nate Dixon said
Funk is a great kid that “can shoot the
cover off it.”
Funk brings much-needed free throw
shooting to the Aggies. Funk shot 87%
PHOTO COURTESY OF Saint Jospeph’s Athletics from the foul line last season and was the

Taylor Funk comes to Utah State with one year of eligibility remaining. He has amassed over 1,400 points in his career.

Big 5 Leading Free Throw Shooter in the
2020-21 season.
USU forward Justin Bean recently
announced he will forgo his last year of
eligibility and declare for the NBA draft.
Bean averaged 17.4 points per game and
shot 46.5% from three this past season.
Losing Bean is a huge blow to the Utah
State team.
Along with Bean, Brandon Horvath has
graduated. Signing Funk is a big step
for the Aggies in replacing the two AllMountain West forwards.

Elijah Whitman is a first-year
student studying journalism. Striaght
out of California, he’s a closet Clippers
fans in a sea of Jazz men.
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OPINION

USU Dining Services is here for you

year to year.
Anderson explained
why there are certain
changes such as
a more than 15%
change of price in
meal plans. Dining
Services operates
as a nonprofit
organization. Any
money gained goes
back into it for new
equipment and
repairs. Having raised
employee wages
from $7.25 to $10
per hour has cost
them hundreds of
thousands of dollars
in one year alone.
Accommodating
to a change as
great as that brings
a challenge to
PHOTO BY Bailey Rigby budgeting.
Located in the Center for Clinical Excellence, Beth's Bistro is a popular location for USU students to order breakfast food,
Other factors such
hot sandwiches and specialty beverages.
as yearly inflation
ultiple factors play into students
rates, as well as how the pandemic affected business
getting a daily meal, such as finances,
performances also caused the spike in costs. Meal
transportation and time. From SNAC, or
plan prices are also set a year in advance, making it
the Student Nutrition Access Center, to USU Dining
difficult to gauge appropriate prices.
Services, food at Utah State University is accessible
Dining Services also covers catering to student
and affordable, but each student's needs are different events, which is their biggest expense. The Utah
and should make their food
State University Student
decisions based on their
Association constantly puts
current situation.
events on for students and
Alan Anderson is the
they are a great way to save
executive director of Dining
money with the free food
Services. He has spent the
they offer.
past 30 years working at
Another way to save
USU with students’ best
money on campus dining
interest in mind. He said
is by using Aggie Express,
there are multiple factors
where students save 10%
that go into the decisions
on purchases made at
for on-campus dining and
dining locations, including
for what students should
sporting event concessions.
consider when purchasing
The money transfers
meal plans.
semester to semester and is
On first glance, the prices
good for students without
seem confusing for why
PHOTO BY Bailey Rigby meal plans or Dining
they are the way there are
Head chef Rob Simonson prepares food for customers at Beth’s Bistro, Dollars.
and why they change from a popular dining location on USU’s campus.
Compared to other Utah

M

universities' unlimited and boxed meal plans, USU
has arguably the most affordable ones. With more
than a dozen dining options on campus for Dining
Dollars and Aggie Express, students are not limited
on food options.
However, no matter how inexpensive dining plans
are, every student’s financial situation is different,
but there are resources available to accommodate to
students, such as SNAC.
The food itself comes from Cache Community Food
Pantry, Utah Food Bank, Student Organic Farm, as
well as unsold food from USU Dining Services. This
eliminates food waste and provides students with
food insecurity quick access to nutritional food.
Kara Bachman, the Food Security Program
coordinator at SNAC, said there are multiple
resources available for students with food insecurity
and other financial deficit.
“SNAC is here to help any Aggie who’s experiencing
difficulty accessing enough nutritious food,”
Bachman said.
Bachman is always looking to help qualifying
students gain access to the Supplemental Nutrition
Assitance Program, or SNAP, benefits as well as
students needing assistance with housing, child care,
insurance and other basic needs.
Bachman suggests a free book for all students:
“Good and Cheap” by Leanne Brown. The book
contains recipes and tips for students to eat healthy
on a budget. Ingredients like the ones students get
from SNAC can be used with the book to eat well on
under $4 a day.
With both in-person browsing on Thursday
and Friday and pickup options on Tuesday and
Wednesday, it works with students’ busy schedules
and finances as it is at no charge to students. For
earlier hours, the Cache Food Pantry is open and
available for two visits per month.
No matter your need, USU food is here for you.

Sara Prettyman is a
Maryland-born-and-raised
sophomore majoring in
applied mathematics. She
loves drawing, running and
reading.
— A02342348@usu.edu
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ON AIR AND STREAMING
ALL DAY, EVERY DAY

@AggieRadio

CARTOON BY Keith Wilson

Last week’s solution:

Sudoku puzzles are provided by
www.sudokuoftheday.com.
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News delivered
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